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The yearlong multidisciplinary ICI Project 
‘Constituting Wholes’ explored the critical po-
tential of remobilizing the notion of the whole. 
In which ways are wholes constituted and how 
do wholes constitute, determine, and control 
their parts? Does the constitution of wholes 
necessarily involve an exclusion – not only of 
some parts and of other conceivable wholes 
but also of some aspects of its constituting ele-
ments? When wholes are said to be more than 
the sum of their parts, this ‘more’ contains both 
a promise and a threat. The workshop proposes 
that such promising, threatening excess should 
also be thought in terms of de-constitution; 
and its three panels investigate different modes 
of negativity under the headings ‘Haunting’, 
‘Eclipse’, and ‘Plasticity’.
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