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There is no shortage of critiques of utopian imaginaries for being coded in coloni-
al, Western, masculine, Christian, and extractive ideologies. Utopia has been, and 
continues to be, an often violent gesture that chooses the future of select groups 
and certain forms of life at the expense of others. Is utopia, then, still worth kee-
ping in a world that has been so damaged through its violent deployments? Is it 
possible not to treat utopia merely as a model of abstract futurity based on esca-
pist projections of a harmonious ideal? What happens when utopia is conceived 
not only as a way of imagining a better future but also as a way of intervening in 
the present by addressing the past? Can utopia welcome ambivalence, disquie-
tude, paradox, opacity, and uncertainty? 

An ICI Berlin event organized in collaboration with the Friedrich-Meinecke-Institut 
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	 Programme

	 Thursday, 28 September 2023

13:30 	 Welcome and Introduction

14:00 – 15:30 	 PANEL I –  Refusing/Reprogramming/Decoding Utopia

	 Tereza Hendl
	 Refusing Inter-imperiality towards Europe’s East for an Anti-oppressive Future

	 Özgün Eylül İşcen
	 Reprogramming Utopias through Media Arts in the Middle East

	 Chiara Di Leone
	 Decoding the World: A Historical Analysis of World Computer Models in the 
1970s

15:30 – 16:00 	 Coffee Break

16:00 – 17:30 	 PANEL II –  Rethinking Utopian Beginnings

	 Oliver Silverman (Online)
	 Profane Heaven: 
	 Utopia, Millenarianism, and the Metacodes of Insurgent Imagination 

	 Christiane Wagner
	 (De)coding Utopia Under the Concept of the Smart City

	 Spencer Adams
	 Reading the ‘Yugoslav Model’ at the Heart of Callenbach’s Ecotopia

17:30 – 18:00 	 Coffee Break

18:00 	 Keynote by Lara Choksey
	 Anti-eugenics after the Genome 
 
Since the 1990s, genomics has promised cures for major challenges to human survival, among 
them disease, food shortages, fertility problems, and climate change. It has offered a vision of 
a better world by sequencing and modifying the building blocks of life. This promise of a better 
world echoes the statistical utopianism of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, par-
ticularly in the measurement of norms and averages to cure social problems. At least one legacy 
of this thinking in the current techno-sphere is the idea that good and bad health can be assessed 
through biometric calculation. What has changed are the tools for measuring these values. Hu-
man traits disappear into caches of genetic information, estimated and compared in segments, 
at a distance from the medical descriptions, social values, historical systems, ecological milieux, 
and literary conventions that have supplied these traits with meaning. This surplus of information 
needs new narratives to justify the cost of intervening in life at molecular scales. Drawing out the 
surprising proximity between narratives and technologies of genomic sequencing, this talk look s 
back to the concerns of the statistical utopians, and forward to the forms that anti-eugenics might 
take after the genome.  
 

	 Friday, 29 September 2023

11:30 – 12:15 	 Artist Talk
	 Davide Prati (IOCOSE), A Surreal Poetics of The New Space Movement
	 Followed by a Q&A with the artist

12:15 – 13:00 	 Screening
	 Entangled Relations of a a/u/dis/hetero/proto-topia:
	 7FF on¢idia (2017, 08:12) and Rema nascentes (2021, 16:44 min)
	 Followed by a Q&A with the filmmaker Ж 

13:00 – 14:30 	 Lunch Break

14:30 – 16:00 	 PANEL III Utopian Crossroads and Constellations

	 Stephen Temitope David (Online)
	 Reading Utopia through Ifa: 
	 Esu as Teacher and Patron Saint 

	 José Antonio Magalhães
	 The Case for Geobricolage

	 Caleb Fridell
	 Can Utopia Be Precise?

16:00 – 16:30 	 Coffee Break

16:30 – 18:30 	 Discussion De/Coding Utopia
	 With Leonardo Caffo, Hilda Fernandez, Patricia Reed, Fátima Vieira

Utopia has been, and continues to be, an often violent gesture that chooses the future of select 
groups and certain forms of life at the expense of others. Is utopia, then, still worth keeping in a 
world that has been so damaged through its violent deployments? Is it possible not to treat utopia 
merely as a model of abstract futurity based on escapist projections of a harmonious ideal? What 
happens when utopia is conceived not only as a way of imagining a better future but also as a 
way of intervening in the present by addressing the past? Can utopia welcome ambivalence, dis-
quietude, paradox, opacity, and uncertainty? This roundtable brings together scholars, artists, and 
clinicians in order to develop critical approaches to the concept and practice of utopia. 


