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Constitution as a viable social subject is dependent on being recognized by others as such, whether that recognition takes 
the form of an ethical gesture, a political objective, or a legal instrument. The desire for recognition is therefore often assumed 
to be universal. For many activists and theorists, recognition of rights and identities has been at the heart of social justice 
movements, particularly since the 1980s. This symposium aims to develop critical approaches to the concept of recogniti-
on, exploring the potential gains and losses when historically marginalized groups attain social, political, or legal legibility.
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