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What is the relationship between social and mental alienation? How 
can one envision care and cure practices that counter the homo-
genizing policies of institutions and go beyond the neoliberal eco-
nomy of individual well-being? The evening explores the legacies 
of institutional psychotherapy, a psychiatric reform and resistance 
movement that emerged in France in response to the fascist exter-
mination of patients with mental and physical disabilities. Initiated 
at Saint-Alban psychiatric hospital by a collective of Marxist psy-
chiatrists, activists, philosophers, and nuns from the Saint-Régis 
community, Jewish refugees and surrealist artists (among them 
Georges Canguilhem, Tristan Tzara, Jacques Matarasso, Paul Élu-
ard, and Nusch Éluard), the movement embraced group therapies 
and patient-run cooperatives. 
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